


Environment Agency Obligations — Bathing Waters

The EA does not have a public health remit for bathing waters.

EA’s responsibilities:

» Bacteriological (Ecoli, IE) sampling at designated bathing
waters during the bathing water season

« Annual classification of bathing water quality.
* Responding to pollution incidents

« Passing on information on bathing waters to the public and
Local Authorities

« Updating and maintenance of SWIMFQO website.
* Investigating water quality issues
« Working with stakeholders to improve water quality.
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Bathing Water quality - Scarborough

» Classifications are based on a 4 year rolling average:

« Scarborough South — history of Poor bathing water quality

2015 | 2016 | 2017 |2018 | 2019 |2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025

Poor Poor Poor Poor n/a Poor Poor Poor Poor

« Scarborough North — history of Excellent/good water quality

[ 2015 [2016 [2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 |2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025
Excel Excel Excel
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Investigations — what we know
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Peashoim Glen~ X3 Castie Hil

Investigation into the sources of bacterial
pollution at Scarborough North and South
Beaches in the summer of 2024,

Aim: To better understand the factors influencing bathing water quality
at Scarborough North and South beaches.

Date: November 2025
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National M Science
Laboratory @ Service
Service @ Solutions

Investigation into the bacterial communities in
bathing waters and associated sites around
Scarborough South Bay, 2016.

Report produced for the Integrated Environment Planning Team,
Yorkshire Area

Jonathan Porter,

National Laboratory Service,
Staplake Mount,

Starcross,

Devon.

EX6 8PE.

October 2017.
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Investigation outcomes — MST

Scarborough South
 Human and seabird sources of bacteria consistently present

« Occasional dogs and very occasional ruminant (cows and
sheep) sources of bacteria present.

* Donkeys are not a contributor to the bacteria.

Scarborough North

« Human and seabird sources of bacteria consistently present

« Seabird markers are in much lower concentrations compared to those found
at Scarborough South

* Dogs and ruminants present on occasion
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Investigation Outcome — bacterial profiling

« A consistent input from seabirds at both Scarborough North and South

 Indication of a link between Peasholm Lake and Scarborough North
only.

« Scarborough WwTW treated effluent was found at both Scarborough
South and North confirming a north to south link between bays.

* McCains treated effluent found at times at both bathing waters,
indicating a south to north link in addition to the north to south link.

 Indication of untreated sewage in Scalby Beck following rainfall and
that bacterial species associated with the Beck are found more
frequently and at higher concentrations at Scarborough North.

* there is evidence for the movement of bacteria from the sand to the
bathing.

« Scarborough Harbour was not found to impact on either bathing water.
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What have we been doing?
Water Industry Inspections

* In 2025 EA carried out regulatory inspections of 14 Yorkshire Water

assets in Scarborough.
 Includes Sewage Pumping Stations and combined sewer overflows

(CSOs) in Scalby Beck, Scarborough North and South Bays and

Scarborough WwTW.
« Very few Permit breaches were noted but a number of Actions were

raised with Yorkshire Water.
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What are we planning to do?
EA Plans for 2026

Bathing Water compliance sampling starts from 15t May until 30t" Sept.

Further investigations
« 5 Continuous Water Quality Monitors (Sondes):
Scalby Beck, Cow Wath Beck and Peasholm Beck

« Potential other water quality investigative work in both Peasholm and Scalby
Becks

Regulatory and Advisory Visits

+ Agricultural holding inspections in Scalby Beck catchment
» Private discharge inspections (hotels/caravan sites etc)

* Yorkshire Water Permit inspections

Continued response to pollution incidents.

Continued partnership working —
Yorkshire Marine Nature Partnership, Yorkshire Urban Gulls Partnership.
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What else is proposed?
AMPS8 - WINEP

4 assets in Scarborough included in the AMP8 WINEP

TOLL HOUSE/SPS

CORNER CAFE/NO 2 CSO

WHITBY ROAD BDG/CSO
SCALBY MILLS/CSO

All to be delivered by 315t March 2030

All are as part of the storm overflow reduction programme. This
requires assets with a discharge within 1km of a designated bathing
water area to reduce spills down to 2 spills/bathing water season.

« 3 assets — reduce to 2 spills
« 1 asset to 10 spills annually....
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